[image: image1.jpg]%
Muntons Malt





HARVEST 2004 BULLETIN NO.  3

SPRING BARLEY
 

Since the last bulletin very little spring barley was combined until the weekend of 14th/15th August after considerable rain and humidity. The very south of England largely escaped the wet weather and both the Optic and Cellar samples offered have been quite attractive with protein levels around the 11% mark and retention figures averaging 88%.

 

Moving north, the wet weather continued to plague East Anglia, but farmers have managed to harvest around 80% of the crop in reasonable conditions. Moisture levels are high, around 18%, but all malting barley in the United Kingdom is dried down to below 14% within days of harvest so that grain now in store is sound and safe. Protein levels are variable, between 9% and 12% but averaging around t 10.5%. Retentions also vary, but are so far averaging at 90%, although this will reduce on drying. Considering the poor weather, we are pleased, if not amazed, with the quality of the grain in store.

 

In Yorkshire the crop was not as advanced as in the south and is relatively undamaged. This is thanks to the cooler temperatures and lower humidity levels that adversely affected some of the crop further south, particularly in Lincolnshire, which probably bore the brunt of the bad weather. Sadly many spring barleys and lots of wheat were written off in this region, but happily the situation is better elsewhere.

 

Yorkshire Optic and Cellar have produced some samples with excellent quality, ever so slightly weathered, but of good grain size - 88% retained on a 2.50mm screen - and averaging 11% protein but with a full range allowing us to select the right grain for malting for the right customer.

  

It has rained almost daily in Scotland seemingly for an age. The worst was feared but when the combines rolled everyone was pleasantly surprised and relieved. Even the far north was sound. In Fife, our main area of purchasing - and coincidentally the driest region in Scotland - we were pleased to see some excellent barleys. Again the moisture has been high, but as normal these are dried down to 12% within hours of been harvested. Nitrogens are almost perfect at 1.50% with good grain size. Almost all of our barley here is on contract direct with growers and with a low sample rejection rate of only 4% we see no problems in obtaining our malting barley this year.

 

We are finding it difficult to obtain figures on yield, mainly due confusion concerning the high moisture content and to some extent this applies to winter barley and spring. The Home Grown Cereals Authority should publish official figures in early September and these are awaited with great interest. Anecdotally, we believe that there will be a shortfall of winter malting barley over demand by about 100,000 tonnes, but this should be made up from the spring crop or by buying slightly short from this year. It is possible that the originally anticipated spring barley surplus will have been eroded with yields affected by the poor weather, but we still do not know this for sure.

     

Bulletin No 4 will give an update on the UK position and also look at the malting barley harvest with the main producing countries.
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