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UK MALTING BARLEY BULLETIN

SEPTEMBER 2005
Introduction

Harvest of the first winter barleys in Southern and Eastern England started on 12 July, about a week ahead of normal.  As I write this on 1 September the last spring barley in England is being combined and the Scottish crop is only about 50% complete.  But at least the weather has not damaged this year’s crop as it did last year.

The actual purchasing of barley is slow.  If it was not for the fact that we contract barley before harvest – often 11 months ahead – our intakes would be relatively quiet as farmers refuse to sell at current prices – even though they are higher than last year.

The quality of the crop is excellent with Pearl and the new variety Flagon performing well.  This is probably the last year where we will see spot availability at harvest of winter malting barley.  From now on purchasing of Pearl and/or Flagon will have to be on the basis of pre-harvest contracts similar to those that exist now for Maris Otter.

Muntons also buy – on contract again – Fanfare and Gleam.  Both of these winter barleys have been excellent.

The area of spring barley fell slightly but is still substantial.  Dominated by the long established variety, Optic, new arrival Cocktail has shown good results both agronomically and in terms of quality.

Prices for spring barley have gradually risen over the last few weeks mainly due to low levels of farmer and trade selling.  This position has arisen due to alleged problems with the French and German crops.  If these concerns are justified, the market may yet move up further.

A Ridealgh

1 September 2005

