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	EUROPEAN SPRING AREA

	
	2006

(Hectares)
	2005

(Hectares)

	Denmark
	540,000
	562,000

	Germany
	553,000
	602,300

	Finland
	575,000
	594,000

	France
	530,000
	553,000

	UK
	525,000
	558,000

	Ireland
	140,000
	140,000

	Netherlands
	52,000
	50,000

	Austria
	115,000
	119,000

	Sweden
	315,000
	368,000

	Spain
	2,363,900
	2,310,000

	Poland
	960,000
	960,000

	Czechoslovakia
	400,000
	396,000

	Slovakia
	195,000
	187,541

	Hungary
	120,000
	151,000

	
	7,383,900
	7,550,841


Effect of Bio fuels
Increasingly Bio fuel crops will replace existing cropping patterns.  Initially this will be on set-aside land but as the ethanol plants are built this will spread to traditional land.  There will be two main thrusts to this – oilseed crops and wheat.  Additionally sugar beet and some miscanthus or willow will feature but these will not poach malting barley land.

There is only one thing that will maintain the malting barley acreage – price.  It is not certain as to the price the bio ethanol companies will pay for wheat as large scale production is 12-18 months away but as an indication it is likely that malting barley will have to rise by about £10/tonne to compete.  This does not seem unreasonable if it results in the area being maintained for the future.

Price indications for 2006/7

Where will price levels bottom out in the coming year?  As usual the global influence will be key and become more influential as the season moves on.  Some sources are suggested that the crop in Australia will be drought affected.

It is likely that we will see a rise in malting barley prices of around £7/£10/tonne across the board. Low nitrogen barleys could command a much higher price particularly in Scotland.



Alan Ridealgh  19th June 2006
Spring Barley Area 	2006 – 517,000 Ha 	2005 - 558,000 Ha (-7%)





England sown in good condition, crops look well.  Where crops were sown in May in Scotland prospects are poor.  Otherwise Scotland should be reasonable but the calculated surplus will disappear to zero.





Main varieties in England – Cocktail and Optic.  New varieties – Tipple and Westminster beginning to show.  Cocktail will be our main variety and we are very pleased with its performance.  Around 70% of spring barley of malting varieties.


						


Winter Barley Area 	2006 – 393,000 Ha	2005 - 395,000 Ha (-0.5%)





Mainly in England.  Surprising that the area has remained largely the same, as feeling was likely 10% drop.  Reduction however in malting varieties by 15%.  Area dominated by Pearl but still some Fanfare available plus new variety Flagon.  The area sown to Maris Otter increased again!  Crops look extremely well!





UK MALTING BARLEY SUPPLY & DEMAND


CROP YEAR 2006/7





ENGLAND & WALES





�
Area (Ha)�
Total Production (tonnes) �
Malting Barley (tonnes)�
Demand


(tonnes)�
Surplus/Deficit


(tonnes)�
�
Winter Barley�
335,000�
2,077,000�
457,979�
391,000�
66,979�
�
Spring Barley�
271,000�
1,409,200�
641,186�
607,000�
34,186�
�
TOTAL�
606,000�
3,486,200�
1,099,165�
998,000�
101,165�
�



SCOTLAND





�
Area (Ha)�
Total Production (tonnes) �
Malting Barley (tonnes)�
Demand


(tonnes)�
Surplus/Deficit


(tonnes)�
�
Winter Barley�
55,000�
363,000�
40,838�
35,000�
5,838�
�
Spring Barley�
225,000�
1,117,000�
625,482�
530,000�
95,482�
�
TOTAL�
280,000�
1,533,000�
666,320�
565,000�
101,320�
�
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TOTAL





�
Area (Ha)�
Total Production (tonnes)�
Malting Barley (tonnes)�
Demand


(tonnes)�
Surplus/Deficit


(tonnes)�
�
Winter Barley�
390,000�
2,440,000�
498,817�
426,000�
72,817�
�
Spring Barley�
496,000�
2,526,200�
1,266,668�
1,137,000�
129,668�
�
TOTAL�
886,000�
4,966,200�
1,765,485�
1,563,000�
202,485�
�



Figures based on: -	


Yield – England & Wales Winter barley 6.20t/ha, spring barley 5.20t/ha


Scotland Winter barley 6.60 t/ha, spring barley 5.20 t/ha





Malting Varieties:-


England & Wales Winter barley 49% Spring barley 70%


Scotland Winter barley 75% Spring barley 81%





Calibration:-


England & Wales Winter barley 45% Spring barley 65%


Scotland Winter barley 15% Spring barley 66%





Availability 2006





England should have reasonable availability of winter malting barley.  In a normal yielding and normal nitrogen level year availability would be good.  There is no reason at the moment to worry about yields, but soil residual nitrogen levels are high and despite continued periods of rain the general feeling is that nitrogen levels will be higher than last year.  Pearl is very susceptible to this as it tends to be a nitrogen accumulator but Flagon should be OK, although the quantities will be limited this year.  The recent sunshine and high temperatures have done only good to this crop.





Spring barley quality and yield in parts of Scotland is likely to be poor but the region will still have a modest surplus. This will be less than the figures would suggest as most of the barley in Scotland finds a home before the end of October.  It is likely that nitrogen levels will be much increased on last year, mainly as a result of the late drilling and hence reduced growth period.  There will be a small surplus of spring malting barley in England but away from the traditional East Anglian homes – particularly on the South Coast.





European crops in general look disappointing and a recent report in E-malt put the supply and demand balance very even and this picture did not change when eastern European countries production was added.
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